
 
 

 
1st Call for Proposals for Joint R&D Projects between 

China and the Netherlands 

Co-development of Next-Generation Battery 
Technologies 

 
Time Schedule 

Opening of the call in the Netherlands 31 March 2026 

Opening of the call in China Between mid-March and mid-April 2026 

Application deadline in the Netherlands 30 June 2026 

Application deadline in China Between early June and end of June 2026 

Funding decision communicated November-December 2026 

Project Start Q1 2027 

Please note: The timelines indicated for the Netherlands and China may differ. National 
procedures and schedules apply, and timelines may vary accordingly. Applicants are advised to 
consult the national funding organization for the most up-to-date and applicable information. 

 
1. Introduction 
The development of next-generation batteries is critical for achieving a sustainable global energy 
future. People’s Republic of China (hereafter referred to as China) has emerged as a global leader 
in battery production and innovation, making substantial investments in research and 
development. With its vast manufacturing capabilities, China plays a pivotal role in scaling battery 
technology and meeting global demand for energy storage solutions. 

The Kingdom of the Netherlands (hereafter referred to as The Netherlands), with its world-class 
expertise in materials science and advanced equipment manufacturing, holds unique competencies 
in critical segments of the battery value chain. Dutch companies excel in battery technology 
innovation, particularly in areas such as materials development and high-precision manufacturing. 

 
International collaboration is essential for advancing next-generation battery technologies. By 
combining expertise in materials science, precision manufacturing, and cutting-edge research with 
leadership in large-scale production and continuous innovation, such partnerships can drive 
significant progress. These collaborations enable breakthroughs in areas such as energy density, 
fast charging, and battery longevity, fostering both technological development and real-world 
application to advance significant industrial progress. The combined strengths of both China and 
the Netherlands create valuable opportunities to accelerate the growth and deployment of next-
generation battery solutions. 

As a concrete next step in building the strategic relationship, this bilateral call aims to support 
bilateral collaboration in the development of Next-Generation Battery Technologies. This bilateral 
initiative directly supports the ambitions of both countries to accelerate the transition towards a 
climate-neutral and circular economy, in line with international agreements such as the Paris 
Climate Accord and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
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2. Call overview 
This bilateral call aims to foster collaboration between China and the Netherlands in the 
development of next generation battery, including new type battery cells, materials, production 
technology and equipment. With mutual consent, the funding organizations in China (Ministry of 
Science and Technology - MoST) and the Netherlands (Netherlands Enterprise Agency - RVO) are 
launching a joint call for proposals to support collaborative R&D projects aimed at advancing next 
generation battery innovation. 

 
Participants are invited to submit collaborative project proposals focused on the development of 
innovative products and applications with strong market potential. Projects must bring added value 
through international cooperation, leveraging complementary expertise and resources from both 
countries. 

 
3. Scope 
This call invites innovation-driven research and development consortia to submit high-quality R&D 
proposals within the scope of this call. The aim is to strengthen collaborative research and 
development in the field of Next Generation Battery Technology, focusing on advancing both 
battery performance and manufacturing. 

The scope includes research and development activities aimed at improving the design, 
production, and performance of battery and relevant materials. Projects should focus on one or 
more of the following themes: 

 
 Development and macro-preparation technologies for next-generation battery materials; 
 Design and prototyping of next-generation battery cells; 
 Production equipment and processing technologies for next-generation battery materials and 

cells. 

Projects should fall within Technology Readiness Levels (TRL) 4–7. This includes exploring new 
materials technologies, innovative designs, and advanced manufacturing methods that make 
batteries more energy-dense, safe, and sustainable. Collaboration across different areas of 
expertise is encouraged to ensure that results can be scaled up and lead to tangible advances in 
battery technology and production. 

4. Qualification Criteria 
To ensure the quality and impact of the joint R&D projects, consortia must meet the following 
qualification criteria: 

Consortium composition 
• The consortium should include at least two companies that are independent from each other, 

one from China and one from the Netherlands. 
• The main applicant in the Netherlands must be a company. The main applicant in China can be 

a company, university or research organization. 
• Consortia are encouraged to include partners with diverse backgrounds, expertise, and gender 

balance, fostering multidisciplinary collaboration and inclusive innovation. 
• The consortium must clearly demonstrate the added value of international cooperation, such 

as access to unique infrastructure, complementary expertise, or new market opportunities. 
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Innovation and impact 
• The project must fit the scope of the call. 
• The project must be directed at researching or developing an innovative product, process, or 

service with the goal of commercialization. 
• The product, process or service must be innovative, and there must be a technological risk 

involved for all involved partners. 
• Applicants should clearly outline the expected time frame for industrial application, with a 

preference for innovations that can be implemented within three years after project 
completion. 

Project duration, structure and Funding 
• The maximum duration of a project may not exceed 36 months. 

• Only projects with a civilian purpose are eligible for funding. 
• No individual organization or participating country may claim more than 70% of the total 

eligible project costs of the joint project, ensuring balanced participation. 
• Eligible costs and any restrictions (e.g., personnel, equipment, overhead, subcontracting) must 

be specified according to the rules of the respective funding organizations. 

Application and submission 
• Project partners must submit national applications to their respective funding organizations, 

using the exact same project title to ensure clear linkage between applications. 
• All partners are strongly advised to contact their respective funding agencies for a pre-check of 

eligibility before submitting their application. 

Consortium agreement (CA) 
• A signed consortium agreement on the execution and commercialisation of the projects results 

is mandatory for selected projects upon approval, and must be send to the funding agencies 
before the actual start of the project. It ought to include clear provisions on the scope of the 
collaboration and the expected output, IP contributions of the parties, foreground IP 
ownership, data management and dispute settlement. 

• The signed CA must be submitted to the funding agencies no later than three months after the 
results of the evaluation have been communicated and before the start of the project. 

 
Third-Country Participation 
• Partners from countries other than China and the Netherlands may participate provided they 

secure their own funding and comply with all eligibility and submission requirements. 
• Any restrictions on the number of third-country partners should be clarified with the 

respective funding agencies. 

Any partner whose cooperative R&D project is consistent with the aforesaid criteria can apply to the 
present call in accordance with their own laws, rules, regulations and procedures in effect, on a 
non-exchange of funds basis, and subject to budgetary availability. The amount of funding 
available per project partner is subject to the respective rules and regulations of the participating 
funding organizations. 



4  

5. Application 
All project partners are required to submit a related funding application to their respective funding 
bodies, taking into account all relevant procedures and submission rules. To ensure clear linkage 
between applications, all consortium partners must use the exact same project title when 
submitting their national applications. 

 Applicants in China must submit their application via the designated application system. 
Detailed application guidelines (including the application link, deadline and time) will be 
notified separately. 

 Applicants in the Netherlands must submit their application on the e-loket 
(https://mijn.rvo.nl/eloket/login-start.html) before 30 June 2026, 17:00 hours CEST (23:00 
hours CST) 

 
All applications are assessed against the qualification criteria of the call before being forwarded for 
evaluation based on the eligibility and evaluation criteria of the participating funding bodies. 

All partners are strongly advised to contact their respective funding agencies for a pre-check of 
eligibility before submitting their application. Participation in the information session and online 
matchmaking event is also encouraged to facilitate strong consortia and high-quality proposals. 

 
Incomplete or late applications may not be considered for evaluation. Applicants are therefore 
encouraged to start preparing their application and required documents well in advance of the 
deadline. 

6. Evaluation 
Applications will be evaluated by the participating funding organizations. The evaluation will be 
based on the qualification criteria for the joint call, the applicable eligibility and evaluation criteria of 
the participating funding bodies, and the information provided in the national application forms. 

MoST and RVO will conduct a full evaluation in accordance with national rules. This process will be 
carried out by independent experts and/or bilateral panels appointed by the funding organizations. 

 
The results of the national evaluations will be discussed in a consensus meeting. Based on the 
national evaluation results and the consensus meeting, both funding agencies will decide which 
projects to approve and recommend for funding. Once a common list of approved and non-
approved projects has been agreed upon, the funding organizations will notify the applicants of the 
results. 

 
Applicants can expect to be informed of the evaluation results by November-December 2026. 

https://mijn.rvo.nl/eloket/login-start.html
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7. Funding Conditions 
Funding will only be provided to projects that are positively evaluated and ranked by the two 
participating funding organizations, subject to budgetary availability and funding conditions 
stipulated by each funding organization. 

Any intellectual property rights (IPR) arising from cooperative project activities under this call will 
be regulated in a consortium agreement, in accordance with the relevant laws applicable to the 
project partners. 

 
A signed consortium agreement on the execution and commercialisation of the projects results is 
mandatory for selected projects upon approval, and must be send to the funding agencies before 
the actual start of the project. It ought to include clear provisions on the scope of the collaboration 
and the expected output, IP contributions of the parties, foreground IP ownership and dispute 
settlement. 

The funding organizations MoST and RVO will provide access to public investment for the selected 
projects. The support will be given to each partner by its respective funding body in accordance 
with their laws, rules, regulations and procedures in effect, on a non-exchange of funds or soft loan 
basis, and subject to budgetary availability for each funding body. 

 
8. Contact Points from each participating funding organization: 

 
Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST) 
International Science and Technology Cooperation Center 

 
Email: zfj@istcc.most.cn 
Phone: +86 10 5888 1083 

 
Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO) 
International Innovation & Cooperation department 

 
Mr Arnold Meijer Mr. Niels van Leeuwen 
Email: Arnold.Meijer@rvo.nl Email: Niels.vanLeeuwen@rvo.nl 
Phone: +31 6 4627 3471 Phone: +31 6 5256 3310 

mailto:zfj@istcc.most.cn
mailto:Arnold.Meijer@rvo.nl
mailto:Niels.vanLeeuwen@rvo.nl
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9. Eligibility Criteria for each participating funding organization: 
 

Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST) 
The call will be posted on the National Public Service Platform for Science and Technology 
Management Information System. At that time, please stay tuned to the relevant notifications under 
the "Intergovernmental International Innovation Cooperation in Science and Technology" Key 
Program（政府间国际科技创新合作重点专项）. 
More information: https://service.most.gov.cn/  

 
Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO) 
Project partners from the Netherlands need to submit an application to RVO, including a detailed 
project plan and budget. The application must be submitted by a for-profit Dutch company. Other 
Dutch organizations may join the application as project partners. 

 
The deadline for national submission is June 30, 2026, at 17:00 CEST. RVO invites partners to 
participate in a pre-check of their project ideas. More information: www.rvo.nl/techbridge 

 
Before submitting an application under this call, applicants are strongly advised to verify that they 
are not considered an undertaking in difficulty within the meaning of EU State aid rules. 
Applications from undertakings in difficulty are generally not eligible for funding. You will be 
required to submit a declaration confirming that your enterprise is not in difficulty as part of your 
application. For more information, please visit www.rvo.nl/iom 

Companies and research organizations can apply for grant funding of up to 50%, depending on the 
type of organization and the activities involved. Only direct R&D costs are eligible for funding: 
• Large companies: 35% for research activities, 25% for development activities 

• SMEs: 45% for research activities, 35% for development activities 
• Universities / research organizations: 50% for research activities, 25% for development 

activities 
 

The maximum funding (grant) per project is 250,000 EUR. The total budget at RVO for this call is 
500,000 EUR. Eligible costs and restrictions (e.g., personnel, equipment, overhead, 
subcontracting) must follow RVO guidelines. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fservice.most.gov.cn%2F%25E6%258C%2587%25E5%258D%2597%25E5%25B0%2586%25E5%258F%2591%25E5%25B8%2583%25E4%25BA%258E%25E5%259B%25BD%25E5%25AE%25B6%25E7%25A7%2591%25E6%258A%2580%25E7%25AE%25A1%25E7%2590%2586%25E4%25BF%25A1%25E6%2581%25AF%25E7%25B3%25BB%25E7%25BB%259F%25E5%2585%25AC%25E5%2585%25B1%25E6%259C%258D%25E5%258A%25A1%25E5%25B9%25B3%25E5%258F%25B0%25EF%25BC%258C%25E5%25B1%258A%25E6%2597%25B6%25E5%258F%25AF%25E5%2585%25B3%25E6%25B3%25A8%25E2%2580%259C%25E6%2594%25BF%25E5%25BA%259C%25E9%2597%25B4%25E5%259B%25BD%25E9%2599%2585%25E7%25A7%2591%25E6%258A%2580%25E5%2588%259B%25E6%2596%25B0%25E5%2590%2588%25E4%25BD%259C%25E2%2580%259D%25E9%2587%258D%25E7%2582%25B9%25E4%25B8%2593%25E9%25A1%25B9%25E7%259A%2584%25E7%259B%25B8%25E5%2585%25B3%25E9%2580%259A%25E7%259F%25A5&data=05%7C02%7Cniels.vanleeuwen%40rvo.nl%7C4c917858e520452f4fcf08de735bfbe9%7C1321633ef6b944e2a44f59b9d264ecb7%7C0%7C0%7C639075036096219016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=53F6OEyyKccosmNiv%2BH4JV%2BfTL0il0B4AamxZWEWVXo%3D&reserved=0
http://www.rvo.nl/techbridge
http://www.rvo.nl/iom
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